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CHAPTER 1: BUILDING A VISION 
VISION ð TRANSPORTATION CONNECTION 

This North Dakota Freight and Rail Plan serves as an important modal plan designed to support Transportation 

Connection, the North Dakota Department of Transportationõs (NDDOT) Long-Range Transportation Plan (LRTP). 

Transportation Connection defines a vision for North Dakotaõs transportation future, focusing the State of North 

Dakotaõs efforts on òDELIVERING A SAFE, INNOVATIVE, AND CONNECTED FUTURE.ó  

To support this vision, Transportation Connection includes five overarching transportation goals: 

¶ Keeping You Safe ð Safety Is Reflected in Everything We Do: We are continually innovating and improving 

what we do to make sure you are safe and secure whether driving, biking, or walking. 

¶ Caring for What We Have ð Fixing What We Have Is Our Priority: We are maintaining our existing 

infrastructure in good condition to save money down the road, and weõre addressing risks to keep that 

system working for you. 

¶ Connecting North Dakota ð Transportation Matters: We are leveraging transportation investments to 

enhance economic competitiveness and improve the quality of life in communities across the state. 

¶ Helping You Get There ð Transportation Should Be Easy: We are helping make it more convenient for you 

to get where you want to go by improving data and information , travel choices and options, and 

operations and maintenance. 

¶ Investing for The Future ð We Work for You: We are making smart investments in how we deliver services 

and are looking for responsible ways to fund our transportation system well into the future. 

DEVELOPING FREIGHT GOALS 

This Freight and Rail Plan is part of NDDOTõs òfamily of plans,ó a group 

of transportation-related documents that work together to identify 

transportation needs in the state and recommendations to address those 

needs. The overall relationship between these plans is shown in Figure 

1-1. These plans include: 

¶ NDDOTõs Strategic Business Plan is an internal document used to 

establish NDDOTõs overall direction, philosophy, and purpose. 

¶ Transportation Connection, the LRTP provides the overall policy 

guiding future transportation improvements. It serves as the 

umbrella plan and informs the plans underneath it.  

¶ Modal, system, and functional plans are plans that provide policy 

direction and investment strategies for a specific mode, system, 

or function. These plans go deeper into the specific needs of 

each. This Freight and Rail Plan is an example of a modal plan. 

¶ The Statewide Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) is the 

stateõs four-year program of transportation improvements to be funded with federal highway and transit 

Figure 1-1: Family of Plans 




























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































